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OOK   his foreign policy, which, was practically a cpeace at any price'
.^__; policy."
54-63. T}ie Debating Society took up the question and gave two
nights to it. Someone moved: "That this Society strongly con-
demns the principles enunciated in the speeches recently made
by Mr. Bright in Birmingham, and also the spirit in which those
speeches were delivered".1
Chamberlain spoke on the second night at a crowded gathering
held not at the "Hen and Chickens" but in the theatre of the
Old Philosophical Institution, Cannon Street; and he supported
the vote of censure on a mighty but not infallible orator. His
speech was described by a local print as 'lively and clever". The
young man of twenty-two, traversing Mr. Blight's arguments
and impugning'his assumptions, asserted that aristocracy was
by no means responsible for all wars; that every great war since
1688 had been demanded by the people; that the world was still
an unsafe place; and that it was always necessary to bo prepared
for defence.2 The motion of censure on the pacifist orator wan
lost by only one vote.
This early episode, in its way, is an index-finger. AH wo have
seen in the last chapter, the Chamberlains had boon for the
Russian war like their morning oracle at that time, the Liberal
Daily News, and felt very differently from Bright on India
and the Mutiny. There is no kind of doubt that "young Mr.
Joseph" never shared the ideas of Cobdon and Bright on foreign
and Imperial policy. We shall find other testimony an wo go on.
To explain this is necessary to an, elementary underwtancling of
Chamberlain and his career. Great Nonconformist divine as ho
was, Dr. Dale himself could be a very belligerent Liberal. He
differed totally from Bright both on the Crimean War and India;
and a few years later proclaimed: "While we maintain a large
army and a splendid fleet to protect our own shores 1 trust that
we shall never shrink from using both on behalf of jxwtico and
freedom''. And he went on in his fervour against Tsarist Russia;
"Unless ... Armstrong guns and iron-platccl ships arc at the back
of diplomacy, diplomacy I fear is not likely to bo very successful *J ,a
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